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Jen Swan-Ki lpatr ick,  
Executive Director  

A LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

3.  

Dear fr iends,  

At the end of 2023, we had big plans for the year ahead. We set out 
to expand our reach, launch bold new programs, deepen our 
advocacy, and foster stronger connections across communit ies.  

We did that—and so much more.  

This year,  we awarded more than $772,000 in grants to art ists and 
arts organizations  across WNY, launched new publ ic art 
opportunit ies,  expanded funding access through our Creative Impact 
Fund, and opened the door to arts opportunit ies through the Arts 
Access program. We saw creativity spark community in powerful  
ways—from murals in publ ic spaces to inclusive performances and 
grassroots fest ivals.  

We also doubled down on professional development.  More than 880 
people attended workshops and trainings  through programs such as 
From the Ground Up, MEDAL, Chi l l  Sessions ,  and more. These 
sessions weren’t just about ski l l -bui lding—they were about growing 
together,  exchanging ideas, and support ing each other’s 
development.  

Our team continued to provide essential  behind-the-scenes services:  
f iscal sponsorship, bookkeeping, and one-on-one guidance  to help 
creative projects thr ive. Programs l ike Arts Access  and Springboard 
Fel lowship  broke down barr iers and bui lt  belonging—reminding us 
that the arts aren’t just about performance or product;  they’re about 
people.  

We shared AEP6 f indings across WNY and amplif ied our voice in 
advocacy for the arts,  including my appointment as Co-Chair of 
ArtsNYS. The data confirms what we’ve always known: the arts are 
essential—to our economy, our communities,  and our future.  

None of this would be possible without you. Thanks for showing up, 
speaking out,  and bel ieving in the arts.  

With grat itude,  
Jen Swan-Ki lpatr ick  
Executive Director,  Arts Services Inc.  



GRANT DISTRIBUTION  

One of ASI’s core values is to invest in the 
creative workforce by providing direct 
f inancial  support to art ists and arts and 
cultural  organizat ions across Western New 
York. In 2024, we proudly granted and 
regranted $772,500  through our partnership 
with the New York State Counci l  on the Arts 
(NYSCA), our Give for Greatness  fund, and the 
Fendrick Theatre Fund . 

This funding supported 113 recipients—  
individual art ists and nonprofit  organizations  
—whose projects span exhibit ions, 
performances, fest ivals,  residencies,  and 
more. We received over 300 applications ,  
underscoring the growing demand for 
accessible arts funding in our region.  

This marks our largest grant-making year yet,  
continuing a pattern of steady growth and 
expanded impact:  
◦ 2024:  $772,500 granted to 113 recipients  
◦ 2023: $550,000 granted to 157 recipients  
◦ 2022:  $196,000 granted to 82 recipients  

We’re proud to play a role in sustaining and 
upl i ft ing Western New York’s dynamic creative 
community—and we remain committed to 
growing this impact in the years to come.  

"This grant has been transformative for our 
l ibrary, enabl ing us to s ignif icantly enhance 
our art programming.. .  These enriching 
experiences have deepened our community’s 
engagement with the arts and strengthened 
our role as a vibrant cultural  hub."  

- Tina Dalton, Library Director,  Cuba 
Circulating Library  

2022 2023 2024 

196000 

550000 

772500 

TOTAL DOLLARS GRANTED  
AND REGRANTED ANNUALLY  

$ 

$ 

$ 

38% 

FUNDING RATE OF APPLICANTS  

113 funded projects out of 301 appl icants  
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GIVE FOR GREATNESS & LAWYERS FOR THE ARTS  

Each spring, Western New York’s legal community swaps briefs for 
band tees at Lawyers for the Arts—a rock concert fundraiser where 
attorneys, judges, and legal professionals take the stage in support of 
the arts.  

Proceeds benefit  Give for Greatness ,  ASI ’s s ignature grant program 
and one of the region’s only sources of unrestr icted support for smal l  
and mid-sized arts nonprofits—keeping l ights on, rent paid, and 
creativity thr iv ing.  

In 2024, the event rocked The Stage in Wil l iamsvi l le,  rais ing over 
$36,000 for Give for Greatness.  Thanks to lead sponsors Hodgson 
Russ LLP, Harter Secrest & Emery LLP, and Northwest Bank,  the night 
featured 10 bands, 53 sponsors, and 60+ legal 
professionals-turned-performers.  

From high-energy openers to a heartfelt  50/50 raff le donation, the 
event proved phi lanthropy rocks—and sometimes gives an encore.  

In 2024, f ifteen small  and micro-sized arts and cultural  nonprofits  
received general  operating support through the Give for Greatness 
grant;  
◦ American Scandinavian Heritage Foundation  
◦ Asian Pacif ic Is lander American Publ ic Affairs  
◦ Beau Fleuve Music & Arts (BFM Arts,  Inc.)  
◦ Buffalo-Niagara LGBTQ History Project  
◦ Buffalo Gir lchoir  
◦ Buffalo Society of Art ists  
◦ Friends of Limerick Inc.  
◦ Greater Niagara Bal let Company  
◦ Lewiston Counci l  on the Arts  
◦ Pol ish Arts Club of Buffalo,  Inc.  
◦ Southern Tier Symphony  
◦ The Buffalo Inst itute for Contemporary Art  
◦ The Fountain Arts Center,  Inc.  
◦ Unique Theatre Company  
◦ Virtuous Diamonds Foundation Inc.  

"This capacity-bui lding grant is a transformative step for 
Unique Theatre Company. With this funding, we can 
restructure our board, expand our community partnerships, 
and secure essential  resources to grow our organizat ion 
sustainably.”  - Dr. Katrina Fulcher-Rood, Unique Theatre Co.  

Photo Credit :  Jeff Bel l ing  
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ASI’s f iscal  sponsorship program supports 
art ists and grassroots organizat ions by al lowing 
them to receive tax-deductible donations and 
grant funding—without the burden of forming 
their own 501(c)(3).  In 2024, ASI f iscal ly 
sponsored 49 artists and projects,  opening up 
new pathways to funding, col laboration, and 
vis ibi l i ty.  

Of those sponsored, 18 were selected for the 
New York State Counci l  on the Arts Support for 
Artists  grant,  which provides $10,000 in 
project support for el igible appl icants.  
Individual art ist categories for this opportunity 
include:  
◦ Choreography Commissions  
◦ Composer Composit ions  
◦ Fi lm, Media,  and New Technology  
◦ Folk and Tradit ional Arts  
◦ Interdiscipl inary  
◦ Literature  
◦ Theater Commissions  
◦ Visual Arts  

ASI provides f iscal  sponsors with tai lored 
support—from administrat ive guidance to 
f inancial  oversight—along with access to our 
broad network of partners and col laborators.  

In 2024, ASI provided professional bookkeeping 
services for 14 organizations and artists .  From 
organizing f inancial  records to assist ing with 
budgets,  reports,  and grant compliance, ASI’s 
bookkeeping cl ients benefit  from systems that 
meet the specif ic needs of creative professionals.  

We support f iscal  c lar ity,  so art ists and 
organizat ions can focus on their work—not the 
paperwork.  

FISCAL SPONSORSHIP  BOOKKEEPING SERVICES  

“ASI’s bookkeeping 
services provide a much 

needed and very 
reasonably priced 

resource for cultural  
organizat ions that is not 

avai lable anywhere else.”  

– MusicalFare Theatre  
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

FROM THE GROUND UP  

In i ts second ful l  year,  From The Ground Up  continued 
to expand and respond to the evolving needs and 
chal lenges of the arts and culture sector.  Session 
topics ranged from Board Development and Strategic 
Planning to Arts Marketing, Nonprofit  Governance, 
Annual Appeal Writ ing, and more.  

The program engaged 493 participants in virtual 
sessions  and welcomed 75 attendees to in-person 
workshops .  Attendees benefited not only from the 
knowledge and insights of our expert presenters and 
faci l i tators,  but also from the shared experiences and 
thoughtful  discussions among their peers.  

OTHER WORKSHOPS  

To support appl icants in navigating the grant process with confidence, ASI staff hosted f ive in-person 
workshops across Western New York focused on grant writ ing and program budget development. 
These sessions were designed to demystify the appl icat ion process and equip art ists and 
organizat ions with the tools to submit strong, competit ive proposals.  A total  of 54 participants 
attended,  gaining practical  knowledge to strengthen their appl icat ions for ASI’s grant opportunit ies 
and beyond.  

THE ART OF PURSUING GRANTS  

In March 2024, ASI partnered with Get 
Fokus’d Productions to launch The Art 
of Pursuing Grants ,  a s ix-session 
workshop series led by award-winning 
art ist and entrepreneur Ait ina 
Fareed-Cooke. The program supported 
a cohort of 10 emerging and 
mid-career art ists  selected from 23 
appl icants.  Over the course of three 
weeks, part ic ipants gained hands-on 
experience in grant writ ing, budgeting, 
and art iculat ing their creative vis ion—  
bui lding ski l ls  to confidently pursue 
funding and advance their art ist ic 
careers.  Virtual Session Attendance (493) 

In-Person Session Attendance (75) 

YouTube Views (206) 

ATTENDANCE COMPARISON  

Virtual Sessions (9) In-Person Sessions (6) 

SESSION FORMATS  

Photo Credit :  Get Fokus'd Productions  
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MOLDING EXECUTIVES AND DIRECTORS INTO 
ARTS LEADERS (MEDAL)  

ASI’s MEDAL program is forging the next 
generation of WNY arts leaders.  

This s ix-month training and mentorship program 
offered 10 emerging arts and culture leaders 
monthly workshops and presentat ions, along with 
resources, networking, and consultat ion related to 
managing a nonprofit  organizat ion. Part ic ipants 
were selected through a competit ive appl icat ion 
process based on their wi l l ingness to learn and 
grow as a leader.  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

“As a young, st i l l  relat ively- inexperienced 
arts leader,  I  treasured the opportunity to 
talk with some of the industry's br ightest 
minds. I t  has set me up for success in every 
way and I  am so grateful  for the 
opportunity.”  

- 2024 MEDAList  

MEET OUR 2024 MEDALists 

• Gerard Briggs, Full Circle Family Services Inc. 
• Hy Carrel, Community Canvases 

• Tami Fuller, Roycrofters at Large Association, Inc. 
• Matthew Marco, Buffalo Opera Unlimited 

• Riley Nahlik, Buffalo Philharmonic Chorus 

• Myra Ofield, YITC Foundation Inc. 
• Emily Reynolds, The Buffalo Institute for 

Contemporary Art 

• Michael Russo, Starring Buffalo 

• Ricardo Saeb, Buffalo String Works 

• Jun Wang-Tiedemann, APAPA Buffalo-Niagara 
Chapter 8.  



CHILL SESSIONS  

ASI’s newest offer ing was introduced in 2024 - Chi l l  Sessions.  
This program is a unique and welcoming gathering designed 
for art ists and arts professionals to connect,  share, and 
inspire.  These relaxed events provide a support ive space for 
meaningful  dialogue, creative explorat ion, and col laboration. 
And each session is fol lowed by an ice cream social  where 
part ic ipants can bui ld community with l ike-minded 
individuals.  

Our 2024 presenters and topics included; 
◦ "Art & Activism" with Aaron Bart ley  
◦ "The Art of Theatre" with Curt is Lovel l  
◦ "Community Engagement through the Arts" with Beatr iz 

Flores  
◦ "Art in the Digital  Age" with XI I I  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

SPRINGBOARD FELLOWSHIP  

Launched in 2023, the Springboard Fel lowship provides paid 
opportunit ies for emerging arts and culture professionals  in 
WNY through placements with small  nonprofit  arts 
organizations.  The program’s twofold goal is :  

1. To support underrepresented individuals by offer ing paid, 
hands-on experience and mentorship to help them pursue 
sustainable careers in the arts  

2. To support micro and smal l  arts nonprofits by connecting 
them with emerging talent and offer ing modest st ipends to 
offset costs t ied to mentorship.  

In 2024, the program expanded to 5 fel lows  bui lding a more 
inclusive and prepared creative workforce for the region. The 
f ive partner organizat ions included; 

◦ Buffalo Gir lChoir  
◦ Buffalo Opera Unl imited  
◦ Buffalo Society of Art ists  
◦ Tri-County Arts Counci l  
◦ WNY Book Arts Center  

Tri-County Arts Counci l  with Fel low Sean Huntington  

Buffalo Society of Art ists with Fel low Gaitr ie Subryan  

Aaron Bart ley presenting at Fitz Books and Waff les  

9.  



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

AVERAGE EVENT RATING  
4.5 STARS  

PRESENTATION RELEVANCE  
4.25 STARS  

CREATIVE PROFESSIONALS EXCHANGE: EMERGENCE  

This one-day conference,  held on Friday, June 7th at the historic Roycroft Campus, focused on the 
theme of Emergence  and brought together creatives of al l  backgrounds and career stages to 
explore personal growth and community impact.  

A wide range of topics presented empowered creatives to reimagine their work and its impact,  
explore new perspectives and strategies for f inding their creative voices and leverage it  for the 
betterment of both themselves and their community.  

New accessibi l i ty features were introduced this year,  including a f lexible pric ing model and free 
shutt le transportat ion to and from the City of Buffalo.  We welcomed 43 participants,  a record 
number, many of whom left feel ing energized and inspired to approach their work with fresh ideas 
and renewed purpose.  

PARTICIPANTS  

INDUSTRY EXPERTS 
& FACILITATORS  

WORKSHOPS 

43 
1 1  
08 

“This event succeeds in rais ing the level of 
professional ism and creative thinking 
within WNY.”  

- 2024 CPX Participant  10. 



ARTS ACCESS  

Establ ished by Arts Services Inc.  in 2013, the Arts Access program was 
created to remove the barr iers that prevent many Western New Yorkers 
from experiencing the arts—including cost,  transportat ion, language, 
and effort .  Anyone receiving income-based publ ic assistance in WNY is 
el igible to apply.  ASI also offers free, safe, and accessible 
transportat ion to partner events through our col laboration with Hart 
Transportat ion.  

In 2024, Arts Access experienced unprecedented growth—welcoming 
over 3,000 passholders,  more than double the previous year.  The 
program also reached a record high of 59 partner organizations ,  
expanding access to more venues and events than ever before.  

"(This) was the one of the nicest days I  have had in such a long t ime, 
in so many ways… Being alone at home most of the t ime can get 
depressing at t imes. Finding events or things to do becomes quite a 
chal lenge and this was perfect!  From the bottom of my heart,  thank 
you so much.”  

“Thank you for offer ing such a great program. I  took my niece to the 
Theatre of Youth last weekend and we had an absolute blast!  I ’m so 
grateful  for the chance to enjoy these kinds of experiences and 
share them with my family and fr iends."  

- Kate, Arts Access Pass Holder and Lottery Winner  

- Debbie, Arts Access Passholder  

2021 2022 2023 2024 

538 

908 

1296 

3000 

ANNUAL PASSHOLDER GROWTH  

2021 2022 2023 2024 

25 

36 

54 

59 

ANNUAL GROWTH OF PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS  
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ARTS ACCESS  

PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS  

ARTS ACCESS PLUS LOTTERY  

AKG Art Museum  
Alleyway Theatre  
Artpark & Co. 
Aquarium of Niagara  
Bel l iss ima Productions  
Buffalo & Erie Co. Botanical  Gardens  
Buffalo Arts Studio  
Buffalo Chamber Players  
Buffalo Comedy Col lect ive  
Buffalo Gay Men's Chorus  
Buffalo Gir lChoir  
Buffalo History Museum  
Buffalo International Fi lm Festival  
Buffalo Museum of Science  
Buffalo Niagara Heritage Vi l lage 
Buffalo Opera Unl imited  
Buffalo Phi lharmonic Chorus  
Buffalo Phi lharmonic Orchestra  
Buffalo United Art ists  
Burchfield Penney Art Center  
Carnegie Art Center  
Chautauqua Inst itut ion  
Darwin Mart in House  
El Museo  
Explore & More Chi ldren’s Museum  
Explore Buffalo 
Graycl i ff  
Hal lwal ls Contemporary Art Center  
Herschel l  Carrousel Factory Museum  
I r ish Classical  Theatre Co.  
Jewish Repertory Theatre  

Arts Access rel ies on the generosity of our partner organizat ions, who 
donate t ickets to make arts experiences more accessible.  However,  
special  events l ike guest performances or touring shows are sometimes 
excluded. Through Arts Access Plus,  ASI was able to purchase 42 tickets 
in 2024 for passholders to attend these exclusive events—while also 
support ing our partners—thanks to funding from Buffalo’s Give 716 
campaign, hosted by the Buffalo Bi l ls  and Sabres Foundations.  

Just Buffalo Literary Center  
Kavinoky Theatre  
Kenan Center  
Lancaster Opera House  
Locust Street Art  
Music is Art  
MusicalFare Theatre 
Negl ia Bal let  
Niagara Arts & Cultural  Center  
Niagara Fal ls Underground Rai lroad 
Heritage Center 
Old Fort Niagara  
Penn Dixie Fossi l  Park  
Reg Lenna Center for the Arts  
Road Less Traveled Productions  
Roger Tory Peterson Inst itute  
Second Generation Theatre  
Squeaky Wheel Fi lm & Media Art 
Center  
Starr ing Buffalo  
Sukanya Burman Dance Inc.  
The Big Easy in Buffalo  
The Buffalo Zoo  
The Camerata di  Sant'Antonio 
Chamber Orchestra  
The Foundry  
Theatre of Youth 
Torn Space Theatre  
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural  Site  
Ujima Company, Inc.  
WNY Book Arts Center  
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JFK PLAYGROUND, BLASDELL 
Mural  by Gir ls Who Paint  

ISAÍAS GONZÁLEZ-SOTO LIBRARY  
Mural by Angelee Vargas  

HART OF BUFFALO  
Mural in Progress by Tyshaun Tyson  

SOMALI BANTU CULTURAL CENTER  
Mural by Edreys Wajed  

All ison Dunavant and Christ ine Crawford of 
Gir ls Who Paint brought new energy to 
Blasdel l ’s JFK Playground with a vibrant mural  
celebrat ing local pr ide—from I l io DiPaolo to 
the vi l lage’s steelworking roots.  

Angelee Vargas was selected to create a 
storybook-style mural  for the newly renovated 
González-Soto Library, honoring its 
namesake’s legacy and celebrat ing the 
neighborhood’s r ich Puerto Rican heritage.  

Tyshaun Tyson, AKA, Left Handed Bandit is 
br inging bold color and hometown pride to 
Hart of Buffalo with a new mural spel l ing out 
BUFFALO—each letter f i l led with imagery 
inspired by the Elmwood Vi l lage.  

Edreys Wajed’s mural  at 351 Grant Street 
honors Buffalo’s Somal i  Bantu community,  
celebrat ing their culture, resi l ience, and new 
beginnings at their West Side community 
center.  

PUBLIC ART  

In 2024, ASI put out three public cal ls for art—thanks to generous funding from New York State 
Assemblymember Jon D. Rivera .  Each project awarded $10,000 to a creative professional  to 
support their t ime, creativity,  and the ful l  real izat ion of their vis ion in a publ ic space. We bel ieve 
in the power of publ ic art to spark joy, conversation, and pride in our neighborhoods. At i ts core, 
the arts make us feel more human—they l i ft  us up, help us understand each other,  and create a 
stronger,  more vibrant community.  Research backs that up: nearly three-quarters of Americans 
say the arts help unify communit ies and deepen cultural  understanding. 

13.  



ARTS & ECONOMIC PROSPERITY 6  

NATIONAL AVERAGE SPENDING SPLIT  

AUDIENCE BREAKDOWN IN WNY  

In 2022, ASI partnered with Americans for the Arts  as the off ic ial  
Western New York research lead for Arts & Economic Prosperity 6 
(AEP6)—the most comprehensive national study of i ts k ind 
measuring the economic and social  impact of the nonprofit  arts 
sector.  

This study revealed what we’ve long known to be true: arts and 
culture are not just amenit ies—they’re essential  infrastructure. In 
Western New York alone, the arts generated more than $381.4 
mil l ion in economic activity  in 2022, support ing over 8,000 jobs  
and contr ibuting to both community pride  and local economies.  

To share these f indings, we hosted conversations with funders,  
publ ic off ic ials,  and cultural  leaders at venues including the 
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural  Site,  Jamestown Community 
Col lege, and The Reg Lenna Center for the Arts,  culminating in a 
publ ic presentat ion at Shea’s 710 Theatre in February 2024 
featuring Randy Cohen of Americans for the Arts.  

The data from AEP6 is already helping ASI—and arts leaders 
across the region—advocate for the arts as a driver of economic 
resi l ience, c ivic engagement,  and community wel l-being.  

When we invest in the arts,  we invest in jobs, tourism, education, 
equity,  and the soul of our region.  

Local Audiences (90%) 

Non-Local Audiences (10%) 

Organizational Spending (55%) 

Audience Spending (45%) 

8221 JOBS 
SUPPORTED  

$$381.4 MILLION  
IN ECONOMIC 

IMPACT  

Americans for the Arts'  Randy Cohen Presenting at Shea's 710 Theatre  
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ARTS & ECONOMIC PROSPERITY 6, Thank Yous  

1891 Fredonia Opera House  
710 Main Street  
Adam Mickiewicz Library & Dramatic 
Circle  
African American Cultural  Center of 
Buffalo  
African American Veterans Monument  
Ahira Hal l  Memorial  L ibrary  
Allegany County Historical  Society  
Allentown Art Fest ival  
Allentown Associat ion  
Alleyway Theatre  
American Scandinavian Heritage 
Foundation  
Amherst Symphony Orchestra Associat ion  
Angel ica Community Radio  
Aquarium of Niagara  
Art for Rural  America  
Artpark & Company  
Arts for Learning  
Arts Services Inc.  
Aurora Historical  Society  
Beau Fleuve Music & Arts  
Bel l iss ima Productions  
Black Rock Historical  Society  
Blount Library  
Boston Free Library  
Buffalo & Erie County Publ ic Library  
Buffalo AKG Art Museum  
Buffalo & Brandy  
Buffalo & Erie County Botanical  Gardens  
Buffalo Arts Studio  
Buffalo Gir lchoir  
Buffalo Heritage Carousel  
Buffalo History Museum  
Buffalo International Fi lm Festival  
Buffalo Ir ish Genealogical  Society  
Buffalo Marit ime Center  
Buffalo Museum of Science  
Buffalo Niagara Choirs  
Buffalo Niagara Heritage Vi l lage  
Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy  
Buffalo Opera Unl imited  
Buffalo Phi lharmonic Chorus  
Buffalo Phi lharmonic Orchestra  
Buffalo Presidential  Center  
Buffalo Society of Art ists  
Buffalo Str ing Works  
Buffalo Transportat ion Pierce-Arrow 
Museum  
Buffalo United Art ists  
Buffalo-Li l le Associat ion  
Buffalo's Own  
Carnegie Art Center  
Castel lani  Art Museum  
Central  Terminal Restorat ion Corp  
CEPA Gal lery  

ASI extends its heartfelt  thanks to the 152 nonprofit  arts and culture organizations  that contr ibuted 
to the AEP6 study by complet ing in-depth organizat ional surveys and/or faci l i tat ing on-site audience 
surveying at their events.  Your t ime, effort ,  and transparency helped us produce a detai led, 
community-driven picture of how the arts power our region. This project would not have been 
possible without your partnership—and your wi l l ingness to share the vital  work you do.  

Special  thanks to our  AEP6 
sponsor:  

Charles E Burchfield Nature & Art Center  
Chautauqua Community Music Project  
Chautauqua Opera Company  
Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra  
Chautauqua Theater Company  
Chinese Club of WNY  
Colored Musicians Club  
Community Music School  
Concord Historical  Society  
Cuba Circulat ing Library  
Cultural  Al l iance of Niagara  
Darwin Mart in House  
DOPE Col lect ive  
Dunkirk Publ ic Library  
El Buen Amigo Latin American Cultural  Assoc.  
El Museo Francisco Ol ler Y Diego Rivera  
Enl ightenment Bookstore & Literary Arts Center  
Explore & More Chi ldren’s Museum  
Explore Buffalo  
Fenton History Center  
Friends of Vienna  
General  Pulaski  Associat ion  
Gowanda’s Historic Hol lywood Theatre  
Graycl i ff  Conservancy  
Greater Buffalo Youth Orchestra  
Greater Buffalo Fr iends of Music  
Greater Niagara Bal let Company  
Griff is Sculpture Park  
Hal lwal ls  
Herschel l  Carrousel Factory Museum  
Historical  Associat ion of Lewiston  
Hul l  House Foundation  
Inf in ity Visual & Performing Arts  
Inst itute for Electronic Arts,  Alfred University  
I r ish Classical  Theatre Company  
JazzBuffalo (Greater Buffalo Jazz Society)  
Juneteenth Fest ival  
Just Buffalo Literary Center  
Kenan Center  
Kleinhans Music Hal l  Management  
Lake Shore Center for the Arts  
Lewiston Choraleers  
Lewiston Counci l  on the Arts  
Lockport Publ ic Arts Counci l  
Locust Street Art  
Los Art istas del Barr io Buffalo  
Luci l le Bal l  L itt le Theatre  
Michigan Street Afr ican American Heritage 
Corr idor  
Middleport Community Choirs  
Music is Art  
MusicalFare Theatre  
Negl ia Bal let  
Neto Hatinakwe Onkwehowe  
Niagara Arts & Cultural  Center  
Niagara Celt ic Heritage Society  
Niagara County Historical  Society  

Niagara Fal ls Publ ic Library  
North Shore Arts Al l iance  
Old Fort Niagara Associat ion  
Opera-Lytes  
Orchard Park Symphony Orchestra  
Pappy Mart in Legacy Jazz Col lect ive  
Penn Dixie Fossi l  Park & Nature Preserve  
Pol ish Singers Al l iance of America  
Post- Industr ial  Productions of Buffalo  
Power of Song  
Preservation Buffalo Niagara  
Raiders of Niagara  
Red Blazers Men's Chorus  
Reg Lenna Center for the Arts  
Road Less Traveled Productions  
Robert H. Jackson Center  
Roger Tory Peterson Inst itute  
Roycroft Campus Corporation  
Salamanca Rai l  Museum Associat ion  
Second Generation Theatre Company  
Shakespeare in Delaware Park  
Shea's Performing Arts Center  
Southern Tier Symphony  
Spark Fi lmmakers Col laborative  
Springvi l le Center for the Arts  
Squeaky Wheel Fi lm & Media  
Stained Glass Associat ion of America  
Starr ing Buffalo  
Stitch Buffalo  
The Big Easy in Buffalo  
The Buffalo Inst itute for Contemporary Art  
The Foundry (Net Posit ive)  
The Fountain Arts Center  
Theatre of Youth Company  
Torn Space Theater  
Tri-County Arts Counci l  
Unique Theatre Company  
University at Buffalo Center for the Arts  
University Heights Arts Associat ion  
West Fal ls Center for the Arts  
West Seneca Historical  Society & Museum  
Western New York Art ists Groups  
WNY Urban Arts Col lect ive  
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ADVOCACY FEDERAL 

REGIONAL 

STATEWIDE 

At ASI,  we know the arts matter—and now 
we have the data to prove it .  With the AEP6 
study highl ighting the arts’  economic 
impact in our region, our team used those 
numbers to strengthen our advocacy efforts 
local ly and beyond. From community 
meetings to national in it iat ives, we 
championed pol ic ies that support art ists 
and cultural  organizat ions. Jen’s 
appointment as Co-Chair of ArtsNYS  a lso 
ensured Western New York had a strong 
voice in statewide funding and pol icy 
conversations.  

ASI serves as the New York State federal 
advocacy captain  ( in partnership with 
Americans for the Arts),  playing a crucial  
role in representing the state’s arts 
community at the national level .  In this 
capacity,  ASI faci l i tates meetings between 
arts advocates and elected off ic ials,  
ensuring that the voices of the arts 
community are heard and their concerns are 
addressed. 

In May 2024, ASI coordinated meetings with 
NYS arts reps and federal  elected off ic ials 
to discuss National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) and National Endowment for the 
Humanit ies (NEH) funding which resulted in 
an increased approved budget for both 
agencies in FY25.  

In 2024, ASI continued its local  advocacy 
work, helping secure Erie County cultural  
funding increases for the seventh year in a 
row. Our annual Budget Advocacy 
Workshop drew 31 attendees ,  equipping 
arts leaders to engage with pol icymakers.  

Later,  ASI was tapped to lead new efforts—  
alongside Partnership for the Publ ic Good 
and Frontl ine Arts Buffalo—to hold the City 
of Buffalo accountable for its annual arts 
funding commitment.  These efforts ref lect 
our continued push for sustained, equitable 
publ ic investment in the arts.  

ASI's Executive Director serves as the 
Co-Chair of ArtsNYS which provides a 
support network and source of information 
for the f ield,  fosters relat ionships between 
arts and cultural  leaders and those in other 
sectors,  promotes inclusiveness, diversity,  
and accessibi l i ty,  and leads state-wide 
advocacy efforts.  

Jen attended and spoke at a Legislative  
Arts Ral ly in Albany ,  co-hosted by NYS 
Senator & Chair of the Committee on 
Cultural  Affairs,  Tourism, Parks & 
Recreation, Jose Serrano. This day included 
meeting over 10 NYS elected off ic ials and 
sharing WNY’s AEP6 economic impact.   Al l  
of these efforts resulted in a resounding 
victory for the arts community,  the New 
York State Counci l  on the Arts (NYSCA) 
FY25 budget soared from the proposed 
$50 mil l ion to an astonishing $162 mil l ion . 
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Facebook (5415) Instagram (3698) YouTube (143) LinkedIn (704) 

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS  

32,000 
WEBSITE VISITORS  

3,091 
NEWSLETTER RECIPIENTS  

46.3% 
NEWSLETTER OPEN RATE  

ASI’s social  media and emai l  newsletters remain vital  tools for amplifying our mission, sharing 
resources, and connecting with Western New York’s creative community. Through platforms l ike 
Instagram, Facebook, YouTube, and LinkedIn, we engage a growing, diverse audience in real  t ime  
—celebrating art ist mi lestones, spotl ighting grants,  and promoting mission-al igned events.  These 
channels foster authentic dialogue and often drive direct traff ic to appl icat ions, blog posts,  and 
event registrat ions.  

Meanwhi le,  our weekly and monthly e-newsletters del iver curated content with open rates wel l  
above industry average. This direct communication keeps our community informed with t imely 
updates, reminders,  and meaningful  stories.  Together,  these tools help ASI reach thousands each 
month, strengthen vis ibi l i ty,  and ensure our work remains accessible,  inclusive, and responsive to 
the region’s needs.  
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OUR SUPPORTERS  

COMMUNITY PARTNERS  

OUR MAJOR FUNDERS  

Give 716  
Jul ian R. & Varue W. Oishei Foundation  
M&T Charitable Foundation  
Nero Phi lanthropic Foundation  
Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation  
NYS Assemblymember Jonathan D. Rivera  
Ralph C. Wilson Jr.  Arts & Culture Init iat ive  
Rich Family Foundation  
Rupp Foundation  

We are grateful  to our many donors,  contr ibutors,  and partners who 
continue to support our mission. Their assistance makes our 
opportunit ies and resources for the Western New York arts and 
cultural  sector possible.  
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OUR SUPPORTERS  

FRIENDS OF ASI  

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS  

Amherst Bel Canto Choir  
Anderson’s Ice Cream  
Bennett Schechter Arcuri  and Wil l  LLP  
Bond, Schoeneck and King LLP  
Brown Chiar i  LLP  
City of Light Creative & Consult ing  
Counsel Press  
Dandel ions Restaurant  
e3 Communications  
Gabriele Law  
Gross Shuman PC  
Hagel in Spencer  
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP  
Hodgson Russ LLP  
Jamestown Community Col lege  
Jensen, Marks, Langer and Vance, LLC  
Just Buffalo Literary Center  
Lawley  

Alan Fel ler  
Amber Poulos  
Andrea Nero  
Anne Conable  
Anthony Bi loni  
Anthony Chabala  
Bil l  Patt i  
Bil l ie Ann Moseley  
Brendan Denz  
Bryan Ki lpatr ick  
Chantal  Calato  
Chester Gary  
Christa Vidaver  
Christopher Bel l ing  
Cindy Duke  
Courtney Frances Fal lon  
Daniel  Blake  
Daniel  Duke  
Daniel  Montante  
Dave & Susan Wedekindt  

David W. Reitz  
Dee Adams  
Dennis A. Vacco  
Donna Crider  
Edmund & Cheryl  Cardoni  
Edward Pace  
Gary Wolfe  
Heather Warnes  
Holly Grant  
Hyman Carrel  
James Carr  
James Gardner  
James Peterson  
Jeffrey Whit ing  
Jennifer Swan-Ki lpatr ick  
Joanna Dickinson  
John D’Aquino  
John Freedenberg  
Joseph E. O’Donnel l  
Joseph Mattel iano  

Joseph Nicastro  
Joseph Turner  
Katherine Lavin  
Katherine Trapanovski  
Katherine Wood, Esq.  
Kelsey Capruso  
Kenneth Friedman  
Kimberly Christy  
Kimberly Schuette  
LeRoi C. Johnson  
Lindsay Aleshire  
Louis Mart in  
Lynn Donoghue  
Margaret Murray  
Mark Banaszak  
Martin Zuffranier i  
Mary Ognibene  
Matthew Powers  
Michael de Freitas  
Michael Gossel  

Michael Russo  
Michel le Braswel l  
MYQ Farrow  
Noah Goodl ing  
Olivia Duke  
Owen Ó Súi l leabháin  
Racheal Ir izarry-Sauer  
Rick Davis  
Robert Fronckowiak  
Rod Fairbank  
Rose Banaszak  
Ryan Flore  
Stephen Grimm  
Susan Sherman  
Tenzing Choenyi  
Tim and El len Kennedy  
Vincent Parlato  
Wesley Brown  

Lippes Mathias LLP  
Lipsitz Green Scime Cambria LLP  
Lumsden McCormick, LLP CPAs  
National Fuel  
Northwest Bank  
Pappy Mart in Legacy Jazz Col lect ive  
Roycroft Campus Corporation  
Rupp Baase Pfalzgraf & Cunningham LLC  
Squeaky Wheel Fi lm & Media Arts Center  
Walsh, Roberts & Grace  
Wegmans  
Wil l iam Mattar  
Woods Oviatt Gi lman LLP  
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MISSION 
Arts Services Inc.  (ASI)  empowers the region’s art ists and arts 
organizat ions with connections to funding, learning opportunit ies,  
and community access to the arts.  We are a resource hub for the 
Western New York arts and cultural  sector.  

VISION 
ASI envis ions a region where inclusive creative communit ies are 
valued and vis ible,  and where art ists and arts organizat ions have 
access to the resources needed to advance and thr ive.  

At ASI,  we f irmly bel ieve the arts belong to everyone. By creating 
opportunit ies with the arts,  we’re craft ing a future where people 
of al l  backgrounds can connect and f ind community.  

Arts Services Inc.  (ASI)  
2495 Main Street,  #401  
Buffalo,  NY 14214  
Website:  asiwny.org  
Phone: (716) 833-3004  
Emai l :  info@asiwny.org  

ARTS SERVICES INC.  

mailto:info@asiwny.org
https://asiwny.org

