
ARTS SERVICES INC.

www.asiwny.org

Promoting the Arts and Cultural Sector of WNY

ASI provides the tools and resources needed for a 
successful career in the arts through professional 
development, advocacy, and access. 

WHERE THE ARTS MEET BUSINESS
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LETTER FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2020 – the year that challenged us, changed us, and 
brought us closer together even when we were so far 
apart.

Resiliency - Dedication - PIVOT - Virtual - Community

Just some of the words we now correlate with the 
year, especially within the WNY arts field as it met 
unprecedented obstacles during the COVID-19 
pandemic. In March 2020 the entire arts and cultural 
sector shut down completely. By summer of 2020 
some artists and organizations adapted to provide 
online and virtual programs and services. Others 
remained completely dark, with no alternate options. 
It was a journey none of us could have ever predicted, 
however one that taught us so much about who and 
what we were, and who and what we could aspire to 
become against all odds.

What I am most proud of is realizing in our 9th year of 
operation (2020), we became the ultimate version of 
ASI to fully support the arts sector. Everything ASI has 
worked toward to support and assist artists and all 
organizations, was exacerbated in 2020. We 
dedicated the entire year to walking artists and 
organizations through a maze of confusion and 
opportunity. We DOUBLED the amount of funding 
we distribute to the field with the creation of a new 
COVID Emergency Fund, we created and added new 
support groups related to COVID issues to ensure our 
sector’s resiliency, pivoted our programs to virtual 
including both professional development workshops 
and our annual Spark Awards, and provided countless 
other spaces and programs to make it “to the other 
side” of the effects of the pandemic and ensure the 
arts will continue to be there as a reliable community 
resource.

ASI and the WNY arts field will never be the same 
after this year. But I hope you remember this time 
and take the lessons you have learned and use them 
to excel into greatness and support everyone in the 
community. We know we have and hope you will do 
the same.

Be kind. Be safe. And here’s to a healthy, hopeful 
2021. #WeAreWNYArts and we have reopened (and 
continue to reopen) together…

Jen Swan-Kilpatrick
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2020: A YEAR IN REVIEW

In 2020, ASI distributed                      
in funding to individual artists and 
arts and cultural organizations of 
Western New York. 

Amount by Grant Type:
$235,640 in WNY Arts Emergency Relief Funds

$122,500 in NYSCA DEC Grants

$34,000 through the Global Warming Art Project

$25,000 through Give for Greatness

$1,000 through the Fendrick Theatre Fund

29.3%

6.0%

8.1%

0.2%

56.4%

$418,140

Emergency Relief
DEC Grants
Global Warming Art 
Give for Greatness
Fendrick
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FOLLOW US:
@asiwny

Facebook.com/asiwny
Youtube.com/user/ASIwny

LinkedIn.com/company/asiwny
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JoAnn Falletta
Artist of the Year

Chris J. Handley 
Artist of the Year Finalist 

Edreys Wajed
Artist of the Year Finalist 

1891 Fredonia Opera House
Arts Organization of the Year

O’Connell & Company 
Arts Organization of the Year Finalist

Unique Theatre Company 
Arts Organization of the Year Finalist

The Children’s Guild Foundation 
Autism Spectrum Disorder Center at 
Oishei Children’s Hospital 
Arts Integration 

Lewiston Council on the Arts’ 
Iroquois Market
DEC Program of the Year  

Vincent O’Neill, 
Irish Classical Theatre Co. 
Lifetime Achievement 

West Falls Center for the Arts
Rising Star

Joel Feroleto, 
City of Buffalo Councilmember
Supporter of the Cultural Sector

Michele Agosto, 
Buffalo Public Schools
Trailblazer of the Arts

Beth Pedersen, 
Buffalo Society of Artists
Unsung Hero 

2020 SPARK HONOREES

Spark Awards
A VIRTUAL 

The Spark Awards, presented by M&T Bank 
honor individuals and arts and cultural 
organizations for their outstanding 
contributions to the WNY community. We 
celebrated the 2020 Spark Awards on 
Monday, November 16.

In an effort to keep everyone safe and to 
comply with Erie County’s guidelines for 
in-person gatherings, we streamed the 7th 
Annual Spark Awards through our YouTube 
page, making it free and accessible to 
everyone.
You can view the 2020 Spark Awards at: 
https://tinyurl.com/3frp8jfp

Photo: Tessa Pszonak

Photo: Tessa Pszonak
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Arts Access is a program designed to break the economic barriers of 
inaccessibility to the WNY region’s arts and cultural sector. We offer 
increased opportunities for card members to engage and participate in 
their arts community. 

By partnering with local theaters, galleries, and other organizations, we 
are able to provide free or reduced-cost admission to low-income 
Western New York residents and their families. In addition, we also 
provide a complimentary transportation service to Erie and Niagara 
county residents to attend a program or event. 

Eligible members must currently receive income-based public assistance, 
such as SNAP, TANF, etc. 

In a year where the majority 
of in-person arts and  
cultural programs were 
cancelled, ASI is especially 
grateful to all organizations 
who continued to serve our 
Arts Access passholders. 

arts and cultural program 
partners in 202048

WNY residents served  
in 20201497

Arts Services Inc. envisions a region where anyone 
can engage with the arts.
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Awarded to 154 Artists & 
Arts & Cultural Organizations$235,640

WNY ARTS EMERGENCY 
RELIEF FUND

$235,640

WNY ARTS EMERGENCY 
RELIEF FUND

The shutdown caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic profoundly impacted WNY’s 
creative industry. With the cancellation 
of performances, workshops, gigs, and 
more, artists and arts and cultural 
organizations who rely on event-based 
income lost revenue that is essential to  
continue their operations.
  
With support from Fund for the Arts, ASI 
created the WNY Arts Emergency Relief 
Fund to ensure that WNY’s rich and  
diverse arts sector withstood this crisis. 

Stitch Buffalo Testimonial

“The anchors you offer 
may very well prevent 
many ships from capsizing 
in this storm. Your 
investment in our future 
and the future of the arts in 
WNY is needed now more 
than ever, and it is never 
taken for granted.”

- Emily Yancey; 
Theatre Artist & Grant Recipient

Thank you to Fund for the Arts and all of the inidividual donors who  
contributed to the WNY Arts Emergency Relief Fund!

The arts are a source of  
healing for communities; they 
bring us together and allow 
us to share our experiences 
and stories in unique and 
powerful ways. This fund was 
created so that we would 
still be able to celebrate the 
incredible work by our local 
artists and arts and cultural 
organizations when we 
reopen together. 
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ASI began hosting the “Reopening Together” PD series to engage and 
support local arts administrators as we navigated the reopening process 
following the shutdown. Since live performances and in-person events were 
either cancelled or postponed throughout the year, administrators were 
often left with questions but no answers. 

Over 200 people from various arts and cultural organizations from across 
WNY participated in the Reopening Together sessions. Some of the 
topics included Conflict Resolution, Arts vs. Covid-19, and Moving Forward 
Together. Participants were able to share their concerns and brainstorm 
together with other organizations to plan and process ideas for the arts 
world post-covid. These sessions also allowed different administrators to 
express the type of support that they still needed from the field in order to 
successfully navigate this process. 

A PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SERIES FOR WNY’S 
ARTS & CULTURAL COMMUNITY

REOPENING TOGETHER

COFFEE CHATS

“Coffee Chats” was implemented to provide an outlet for 
anyone who worked in the arts to virtually share thoughts, 
concerns, plans, etc. and support one another at the start 
of the shutdown. These virtual meetings were intended 
to boost morale and provide emotional support in a time 
when the industry was not given much of it. 

Most patrons do not realize the additional costs and work 
entailed with producing virtual events, especially for 
organizations that did not offer those options prior.  
Having these meetings gave attendees the opportunity to 
share ideas, vent, and request advice from others facing 
similar struggles. 
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Creative Professionals Exchange (CPX) is 
a two-day, professional development  
mini-conference for arts administrators, 
cultural leaders, community activists, and 
artists of all disciplines. This year, the 
COVID-19 health crisis severely impacted 
the industry and revealed many of the 
systemic issues that our community faces, 
including lack of access and inclusion in 
the arts sector. 

PRESENTATIONS & PRESENTERS:

The theme of the 2020 CPX was 
“Reimagining the Creative Industry”.  
It focused on how the arts can remain 
sustainable during the pandemic by 
supporting communities that were 
devastated by the COVID-19 crisis, and by 
ensuring that all art is accessible to and 
representative of the entire community we 
live in. The virtual conference took place 
on Nov. 6 & 7, 2020. 

Furthering Equitable Representation in 
the Arts 
How to Stay Connected and Advocate 
for Your Work
Inclusive Programming for Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing Communities
Intersectional Environmentalism, Art as 
Activism, and Fast Fashion 
Panel Discussion: Reimagining Creativity 
in Response to Crisis 
Theatre-Based Body Language Training 
for Police Officers

Emerging Arts Professionals Panel
Adapting Programming for Individuals of 
All Abilities 
Brainstorming as a Team Using Improv 
Building a Sustainable Infrastructure
Creative Placemaking for Rural and Prison 
Communities
Creating Access in Arts Education 
Through Collaborations 
Using Animation to Support Veterans and 
Other Trauma Survivors 
Yoga and Mindfulness

We intend to offer a hybrid model 
for CPX for 2021 that will include 
in-person programming as well as 
virtual accessibility. 
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2020 DONORS & FUNDERS

CONABLE FAMILY  
FOUNDATION FUND 
AT THE COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION FOR  
GREATER BUFFALO

MARILYN GOHR 
MCTAGGERT REVEAL FUND 

AT THE COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION FOR 
GREATER BUFFALO
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COMMUNITY PARTNERS

PATRONS OF ASI

The Baird Foundation
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC 
Brown Chiari LLP 
Broderick Cason
Anne Conable
Dansa D’Arata Soucia LLP
Excellus Health Plan Inc 
Family Fund C/o Community 
Foundation For Greater Buffalo 
Ferguson Electric 
Ryan & Jennifer Flore
Holly Grant
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP 

Healthnow 
Hodgson Russ LLP 
Key Bank 
Lipsitz Green Scime Cambria LLP 
Lumsden McCormick, LLP 
Rigidized Metals Corporation 
Savarino Properties
Tobin/Filvaroff Family Endowment 
C/o Community Foundation for 
Greater Buffalo 
Heather Warnes
Woods Oviatt Gilman LLP 

Dennis J. Bischof LLC 
Buffalo Urban Development 
Corporation
Chautauqua Institution  
Council Services Plus  
E3communications  
Equitable Foundation  
Erie County Industrial Development 
Agency  
Evergreen Health Services (EHS) 
Feroleto For Council  
Lee Ann Grace 
Gross Shuman PC  
Jack W. Hunt and Associates, Inc., Court 
Reporting Specialists 

Michael Jackson 
Anne Janczak 
LeRoi C. Johnson 
The Law Firm of Francis M. Letro
Lawley Services Inc  
Montante Solar  
Pace & Pace Law, LLC  
Paramount Settlement Planning, LLC 
Southtowns Financial Group, Inc 
Tri-Main Development LLC 
Michelle Watorek 
David & Susan Wedekindt 
Earl Wells III 
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Anonymous
Adornment 
Michele Agosto
Sue Fay Allen & Carl Klingenschmitt
Sherry Arndt
Rose  Banaszak
Mark  Banaszak
Virginia Barron
Nancy Baun
Christopher  Belling
Dawn Martin Berry-Walker
Alexandra Besso
Meghann Boltz
Kathleen Boni
Barbara Bono
Elizabeth Borngraber
Michelle Braswell
Ronald Buckanovich
Buffalo Girl Choir 
David Bunis
Taylor Burrows
Eli Campbell
Patricia Caputo
James Carr
Rob Cassetti
Sandra Cassidy
Paula  Celestino
Audrey Clark
Elizabeth Constantine
Kelly Copps
Donna Crider
Paulette Crooke
Luke Cusack
Robert D’Alimonte
Lucille Dadd

Leanne Darling
R. Scott Deluca
Frances Denk
Joanna Dickinson
Cornelia Dohse-Peck
Matthew Dunning
Frani Evedon
Erin & John Ewell
Corey  Fecteau
Ron Gaglione
Jim Gardner
Chester & Amy M. Gary
Jordan Geiger
Scott Goldman, D.M.D. & 
Nancy Brock
Beth Gosch
Susan & Richard Green
Leslie  Greenbaum
Esther Greene
Mark Grzybowski
Jacyra Guard
Joy Guarino
Journey Gunderson
James Hackett
Megan Hahin
Katka Hammond
Paulette Harris
Brenda Johnson Hogan 
Italian American Police 
Carlos R.A. Jones
Kathleen Keenan-Takagi
Kenan Center 
Mike Kilpatrick
Tod A. Kniazuk
Megan Kyle

FRIENDS OF ASI
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FRIENDS OF ASI

Law Offices Of James Morris
Catherine Lee
Lewiston Council On The Arts, Inc. 
Jane Liebner
Joe Lin-Hill
Catherine Lincoln
David Lundy
H. Jeffrey Marcus
Carla Marrazzo
Brandye Merriweather
Stephen Metschl & Associates
Margot Bennett Mitschow
Daniel T. Montante
Susan Musial
Thomas Nemmer
Joseph E. O’Donnell
Cindi O’Mara
Gina O’Neill
Rachel M. Olszewski
Mariely Ortiz
Jennifer Owen
Peter Palmisano
Clara Papke
Karen Parsons
Penn Dixie Fossil Park 
Ann Phillippone
Rachel Phillips
Phillips Lytle LLP 
Ted S. Pietrzak
Karen Polaske

Steven Polowitz
Amber Poulos
Susan Przybyl
David W. Reitz
Elizabeth Reynolds
Sharon Rozbicki
Shawn Schlifke
Susan Schwartz
Maria Scrivani
David Seide
Ekrem Serder
Susan Sherman
Mary Simpson
Jordan Steves 
L. Sullivan
Jen Swan-Kilpatrick & 
Bryan Kilpatrick 
David Swarts
Marie  Testa
Phyllis Thompson
Susan Tobe
Katherine Trapanovski
Maria Tripi
Therese M. Vita
Leslie  Walker
Deanna Weinholtz
Branwyn Wilkinson
Gary Wolfe
Priscilla Young-Anker

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT!
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TRI-MAIN CENTER
2495 MAIN ST.

SUITE 422
BUFFALO, NY 14214

716-833-3004

ASIWNY.ORG
@ASIWNY
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