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Who We Are

300,000
Citizen Activists

1,000
Opinion Leaders
Artists and Patrons

Foundations and Business

Military

Governors and Mayors

5,000
National, State, Local

Art Support and Service

Organizations

20
National Strategic Partners

Private and Public Sector

Decision Makers

www.ArtsActionFund.org



Bureau of Economic Analysis

Arts and culture as a part of GDP:

$704 Billion

4.7% 



Economic Impact of

Nonprofit Arts & Culture Industry

• $135 Billion Annual Expenditures

• 4.1 Million Full-Time Equivalent 

Jobs

• $22.3 Billion Tax Revenue



Erie County: 1,829 Arts-Related Businesses 

Employ 7,761 People



Sources of Revenue for 

Nonprofit Arts Organizations (Estimated)

Local Govt. 4% State Govt.2%

Federal Govt. 3%

Corporate 3%

Foundation 4%

Individual 24%

Earned Income

60%



Government Grant Funding to the Arts



ArtsVote 2016



Advocacy





1. Business attraction/recruitment

2. Downtown/commercial redevelopment

3. Business retention

4. Infrastructure

5. Small business/entrepreneur support

6. Tourism/entertainment

7. Community/neighborhood development

8. Public safety

9. Environmental sustainability

10.Workforce/job training

What Decision Makers Care About



Business Committee for the Arts





Private Strategic Alliances

http://www.conference-board.org/
http://www.conference-board.org/


Public Strategic Alliances

http://www.ncsl.org/index.htm
http://www.ncsl.org/index.htm






Nonprofit Arts & Culture Attendees 

Local vs. Nonlocal



Visit www.AmericansForTheArts.org/aep for more information on our Arts 

& Economic Prosperity IV study.

http://www.americansforthearts.org/aep


Effective Case-Making for the Arts



2015 Arts Attendance
(Traditional Venues)

33%

29%

20%

17%

16%

16%

12%

9%

7%

6%

5%

4%

5%

27%

3%

6%

Historic site

Zoo, aquarium, or botanical garden

Museum of history or science (including…

Museum of art

Visual arts, crafts exhibition, art gallery

Musical performance (Classical or popular)

Theater performance

Dance performance

Art or film festival

Opera/musical theater

Art making class

Literary event

Other

None

Don't know

Not applicable

Net YES: 

67%



2015 Arts Attendance
(Non-Traditional Venues)

41%

37%

35%

35%

33%

32%

27%

22%

21%

17%

12%

9%

10%

19%

5%

Parks

Public spaces or plazas

Schools

Streets or sidewalks

Shopping malls

Places of worship

Community centers

Airports

Hospitals

Workplace

Public transportation (bus, train, etc.)

Vacant or abandoned properties

Other

None

Don't know

Any: 

76%







The Challenge



Yo-Yo Ma Performs with Wounded Warriors





Arts Have a Positive Effect on the 

Community

35%

29%

24%

19%

36%

36%

35%

26%

The arts are a positive experience in
a troubled world

The arts unify us, regardless of age,
race, and ethnicity

The arts improve the image and
identity of my community

Everyone in my community has equal
access to the arts

Strongly Agree Somewhat agree



The "Cool Globes" public art 

exhibit features a dozen 

designed spheres aimed at 

raising awareness about 

solutions to climate change. 
(Aaron Besecker/Buffalo News) 



Community-Oriented Arts Funding: High 

Public Value

71%

69%

68%

68%

68%

64%

14%

13%

16%

15%

15%

18%

Art in parks, downtowns, and public

places

Returning military personnel, to aid in

transition to civilian life

Beautify blighted or abandoned areas

Provide programs for the elderly

Promote pro-social behavior with at-

risk youth

In hospitals and healthcare

institutions

Favor Oppose



The front of the Albright Knox Art Gallery during the Jazz Festival in 

the summer.



Community-Oriented Arts Funding: High 

Public Value

62%

61%

59%

51%

46%

41%

18%

19%

19%

21%

30%

32%

Tourism to a location inside the US

To promote social and racial equity

To increase tourism to the US

Int'l diplomatic cultural exchanges

Fund individual artists to make art

Provide religious art in public spaces

Favor Oppose



Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)



Spheres of Influence in Arts Education





Civic engagement Community development

Community history, 

tradition, and cohesion

Community dialogue

Community livability

Religion/Faith

Diversity, access, equity and 

inclusion

Public safety

Prisons and rehabilitation

At-risk youth

In-school Education

Out-of-school Education

Lifelong Education

Political activation

Immigration
Cultural Diplomacy

Tourism

Innovation and technology

Planning

Transportation and 

infrastructure

Environment and 

sustainability

Housing

Agriculture & Food

Business

Economy

Creative workforce

Artists

Health and wellness

Aging

Military

What Impacts a Community?

COMMUNITY

ARTS AND...



LAA Partnerships and Collaborations
92% have 1   76% have 3+






